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alum leather and glace leather, degras is substi-
tuted by the so-called " food ". This consists of
several very dissimilar substances; fermented grain
(groats) and bran are very often mixed with grated
calf's brain and the skin is then impregnated with
this " food ".
In the manufacture of glac.c- leather a similar
" food " is more often used which contains yoke of
egg, The doping of skins tanned with alum is ac-
complished by treading with the feet or kneading
with the hands in a flat vat filled with the " food ".
Chemically, the brain and yolk of egg show a
certain similarity because both substances con-
tain a certain quantity of glycerine in addition to
the fat, in the form of glycero-phosphoric acid, and
in- these cases in addition, to the fat it is the gly-
cerine which imparts suppleness to the leather.
The " doping " which consists of yolk of egg is
fairly expensive, therefore manufacturers of bleached
(tawed) glace leather must sell the white of egg
which comes away with the yolk, either to printing
works or to manufacturers of albumen. As also in
this case it is the glycerine to which the action of the
doping belongs, this substance can be easily substi-
tuted for the yolk of egg.
Glycerine can best be applied by spreading the
tanned skin out on a table, so that the side to be
dyed should be underneath, and the other side is then
lightly run over with a brush dipped in glycerine.
Bach two skins are placed with the brushed sides to-
gether, and a weight is placed on the skins and they
are left for a few days.